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John Foster’s Poetry Tips

What is the purpose of your poem?

Whenever you write a story,  you are trying to tell the person who reads it something. It may be something  funny , something frightening, something mysterious or something unusual. Whatever the story is about, there is a reason why you are telling it. 
The same should be true about any poem you write. It should have a purpose – a reason why you are writing it. 
· You may want your poem to be funny, to be centred around a humorous incident or joke.
·  You may want it to say something serious about the world in which we live. 
· You may want it to catch the reader by surprise, because it looks at something ordinary from a different angle.
· You may want it to tell a real story or to recount an imaginary incident which has a moral to it.
· You may want your poem to present an argument, to express an opinion or a point of view.
· You may want to play with words in your poem or to present the words in a particular way, for example to form a shape, in order to produce a particular effect.
Whenever you decide to write a poem, you need to have a clear idea of what  you want to say in the poem.   So if you decide to write a poem for the Bookfeast  competition, be sure that you have a clear idea about the purpose of your poem.
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